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Charles Smith Trust Scheme 1991 
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Executive/routine 
Wards 
Council Commitments 

1. Recommendations

1.1 To approve the removal of the requirement to appoint one member of the Council 

as a governor of the Charles Smith Trust.  

Stephen S. Moir 

Executive Director of Resources 

Contact: Hugh Dunn, Head of Finance 

E-mail: hugh.dunn@edinburgh.gov.uk | Tel: 0131 469 3150 
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Report 
 

Removal of Council member as a governor of the 

Charles Smith Trust Scheme 1991 

2. Executive Summary 

2.1 This report seeks approval to remove the requirement to appoint one member of the 

Council as a governor of the Trust.  

3. Background 

3.1  The clerk to the Trust has asked the Council to agree to the removal of one of its 

members as a governor of the Trust as no council member has served as a 

governor since 1995.  

4. Main report 

4.1 In 1991 the Edinburgh Bookseller’s Society Limited (“the Society”) asked Lothian 

Regional Council whether they would agree to the Society taking over the control of 

the investment of the Charles Smith Endowment and the distribution of its income. 

4.2 Lothian Regional Council agreed and the Trust was registered as a charity on 20 

March 1992. 

4.3 The function of the Trust is to provide grants to apprentices to the trade of 

bookseller and /or stationer. 

4.4 The Trust is audited by Grant Thornton and had an annual income of £3,089 in the 

year to June 2018.  

4.5 The constitution of the Trust is governed by five governors/trustees of which one is 

an elected member of the Council as statutory successor to Lothian Regional 

Council. The other four governors/trustees are one from Napier University and three 

from the Society. 

4.6 The last council member of Lothian Regional Council to act as governor of the Trust 

was from 1992 -1995. 

4.7 In 1996 the Council succeeded to Lothian Regional Council and has never sent a 

member to be a governor of the Trust. 

4.8 The Trust is a separate legal entity from the Council and the Council’s only power is 

to appoint a governor to the governing body of the Trust. 
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4.9 The clerk of the Trust has asked that the Council agrees to the removal of one of its 

members as a governor of the Trust in view of the fact there has been no council 

governor since 1995. 

5. Next Steps 

5.1 The Trust shall be advised of the Council’s recommendation. 

5.2 The Trust will notify the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) of this 

recommendation and request agreement. 

6. Financial impact 

6.1 There is no financial impact if the Council approves the recommendation. 

7. Stakeholder/Community Impact 

7.1 There is no direct impact on stakeholders or the community from the content of the 

report. 

8. Background reading/external references 

8.1  None 

9. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Charles Smith Trust deed 
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